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December 11, 2007

Lord God, Founders of this Nation
destined for greatness called upon Your
Divine Providence to guide their ef-
forts to establish freedom under the
governance of law.

In our own day, we call upon Your
Holy Name for the divine light of truth
and wisdom.

Heal our wounds, protect us from
evil, forgive our sins, and rebuild the
walls of justice and integrity that iden-
tify Your goodness in the Nation.

May this end time of this session of
Congress as well as the approaching
celebration of holidays and holy days
bring joy and peace to this Nation and
allow the world to witness anew the ad-
vent prophesied by Isaiah: ‘“Open the
gates to let a righteous nation in, a na-
tion that keeps faith.”

For this we long and pray both now
and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
BELIEF UNDER SIEGE IN BRITAIN

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the freedom of
religion is under attack in Great Brit-
ain.

Last week British news reported that
the daughter of a British Imam, we will
call her Hannah, is living under police
protection after receiving death
threats from her father and brother be-
cause she converted to Christianity.

Hannah was born in Britain to immi-
grant Pakistani parents. She re-
nounced the Muslim faith when she
was a teenager and has been in hiding
for over 10 years.

After multiple death threats and an
attempt on her life by 40 men, led by
her father, brandishing axes, hammers,
and knives, Hannah has sought protec-
tion from the British Government.

According to her, her father believes
that the Koran teaches that anyone
who walks away from Islam should be
killed. Well, murder is bad enough, but
murder in the name of religion is
worse, and it’s legal, at least in a free
state where all religions are to be tol-
erated, even Christianity.

Democracy values the freedom of
other people’s faith; it does not restrict
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it. That is the difference in a democ-
racy and a government that is con-
trolled by a religion.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
COVENANT IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3079) to amend the Joint Res-
olution Approving the Covenant to Es-
tablish a Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3079

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

TITLE I—NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IMMIGRATION, SECURITY, AND LABOR
ACT

SECTION 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Northern
Mariana Islands Immigration, Security, and
Labor Act”.

SEC. 102. STATEMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL IN-

TENT.

(a) IMMIGRATION AND GROWTH.—In recogni-
tion of the need to ensure uniform adherence
to long-standing fundamental immigration
policies of the United States, it is the inten-
tion of the Congress in enacting this title—

(1) to ensure that effective border control
procedures are implemented and observed,
and that national security and homeland se-
curity issues are properly addressed, by ex-
tending the immigration laws (as defined in
section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 (a)(17)), to apply
to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (referred to in this title as the
‘“Commonwealth’’), with special provisions
to allow for—

(A) the orderly phasing-out of the non-
resident contract worker program of the
Commonwealth; and

(B) the orderly phasing-in of Federal re-
sponsibilities over immigration in the Com-
monwealth; and

(2) to minimize, to the greatest extent
practicable, potential adverse economic and
fiscal effects of phasing-out the Common-
wealth’s nonresident contract worker pro-
gram and to maximize the Commonwealth’s
potential for future economic and business
growth by—

(A) encouraging diversification and growth
of the economy of the Commonwealth in ac-
cordance with fundamental values under-
lying Federal immigration policy;

(B) recognizing local self-government, as
provided for in the Covenant To Establish a
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands in Political Union With the United
States of America through consultation with
the Governor of the Commonwealth;
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(C) assisting the Commonwealth in achiev-
ing a progressively higher standard of living
for citizens of the Commonwealth through
the provision of technical and other assist-
ance;

(D) providing opportunities for individuals
authorized to work in the United States, in-
cluding citizens of the freely associated
states; and

(E) providing a mechanism for the contin-
ued use of alien workers, to the extent those
workers continue to be necessary to supple-
ment the Commonwealth’s resident work-
force, and to protect those workers from the
potential for abuse and exploitation.

(b) AVOIDING ADVERSE EFFECTS.—In rec-
ognition of the Commonwealth’s unique eco-
nomic circumstances, history, and geo-
graphical location, it is the intent of the
Congress that the Commonwealth be given
as much flexibility as possible in maintain-
ing existing businesses and other revenue
sources, and developing new economic oppor-
tunities, consistent with the mandates of
this title. This title, and the amendments
made by this title, should be implemented
wherever possible to expand tourism and eco-
nomic development in the Commonwealth,
including aiding prospective tourists in gain-
ing access to the Commonwealth’s memo-
rials, beaches, parks, dive sites, and other
points of interest.

SEC. 103. IMMIGRATION REFORM FOR THE COM-
MONWEALTH.

(a) AMENDMENT TO JOINT RESOLUTION AP-
PROVING COVENANT ESTABLISHING COMMON-
WEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA Is-
LANDS.—The Joint Resolution entitled “‘A
Joint Resolution to approve the ‘Covenant
To Establish a Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands in Political Union with
the United States of America’, and for other
purposes’, approved March 24, 1976 (Public
Law 94-241; 90 Stat. 263), is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new section:
“SEC. 6. IMMIGRATION AND TRANSITION.

‘“(a) APPLICATION OF THE IMMIGRATION AND
NATIONALITY ACT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A
TRANSITION PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), effective on the first day of the first
full month commencing 1 year after the date
of the enactment of the Northern Mariana
Islands Immigration, Security, and Labor
Act (hereafter referred to as the ‘transition
program effective date’), the provisions of
the ‘immigration laws’ (as defined in section
101(a)(17) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17))) shall apply to the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (referred to in this section as the ‘Com-
monwealth’), except as otherwise provided in
this section.

‘(2) TRANSITION PERIOD.—There shall be a
transition period beginning on the transition
program effective date and ending on Decem-
ber 31, 2013, except as provided in subsections
(b) and (d), during which the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, the Attorney General,
the Secretary of Liabor, and the Secretary of
the Interior, shall establish, administer, and
enforce a transition program to regulate im-
migration to the Commonwealth, as provided
in this section (hereafter referred to as the
‘transition program’).

¢(3) DELAY OF COMMENCEMENT OF TRANSI-
TION PERIOD.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in the Secretary’s sole discre-
tion, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Interior, the Secretary of Labor, the Sec-
retary of State, the Attorney General, and
the Governor of the Commonwealth, may de-
termine that the transition program effec-
tive date be delayed for a period not to ex-
ceed more than 180 days after such date.
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